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CT currently has 14 pet stores that sell dogs; all 
the dogs come from commercial breeding 
facilities outside of CT.  These sourced facilities 
are governed by the Animal Welfare Act and by 
the USDA, both are well documented as 
insufficient to protect dogs in these commercial 
breeding facilities. According to AWA rules, a 
commercial breeding facility may: legally confine 
hundreds of dogs in cages only 6 inches larger 
than their bodies for their entire lives; provide 
only coated wire flooring in cages, resulting in 
paw pad injuries;  deny dogs adequate exercise 
and socialization;  breed dogs repeatedly and 
excessively without limit, and  provide no regular 
veterinary care beyond an annual walk-through of 
the facility.

In contrast, over 100 pet stores throughout 
Connecticut,  including both large national chains 
such as Petco, PetSmart and small independent 
stores,  have chosen a humane model and do not 
sell dogs, cats, or rabbits. Instead, most of these 
stores partner with nonprofit rescue organizations 
to find homes for needy animals, a successful 
business model that has strong appeal to the 
public.  

Prohibiting the sale of inhumanely bred dogs, 
cats, and rabbits is the reasonable next step in 
Connecticut’s effort to eliminate the cruelty 
pipeline stretching from Midwestern puppy mills 
and other inhumane commercial breeders to 
Connecticut’s pet  stores.  I n  2019, thousands of 

CT residents signed a petition seeking to stop the 
sale of inhumanely bred dogs, cats and rabbits in 
CT pet stores. 

Today more than 400 local ordinances nationwide 
and five states prohibit the sale of “puppy mill” 
dogs, cats and rabbits in pet stores. In a strong 
showing of bi-partisan support the New York 
legislature passed its ban in June 2022.  

It is time for Connecticut to follow other states 
and stop the sale of inhumanely bred dogs, cats 
and rabbits.  Given New York’s ban CT needs to 
act quickly in order to deter New York pet stores 
from possibly crossing the border and opening up 
retail establishments along the CT/New York 
border.  
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